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The Queensland Government has committed more 
than $8 billion to support COVID-19 health and 
economic recovery initiatives across the State. 

$267M
building boost to support  
home owners, ‘tradies’ and 
construction

$400M
land tax relief for property 
owners which must be passed 
onto tenants in the form of  
rent relief

$90M
for jobs and skills, including 
funding for the Back to Work  
and Skilling Queenslanders  
for Work  programs

$500M
in electricity and water bill 
relief, with a $200 rebate for 
households, and a $500 rebate 
for eligible small business and 
sole traders

Up
to$950M in payroll tax relief statewide, 

supporting 23,400 jobs in the 
Ipswich region

Support for Ipswich region’s small 
businesses includes:

A MESSAGE FROM 

THE PREMIER
THE HONOURABLE ANNASTACIA PALASZCZUK MP
AND

THE TREASURER
THE HONOURABLE CAMERON DICK MP

The COVID-19 global pandemic has 
touched everyone and communities 
in Ipswich have not been immune to 
its effects.

The Ipswich Regional Recovery 
Action Plan builds on our 

immediate commitment to keeping the region moving through extra 
support for businesses, workers and households – from payroll tax 
waivers to electricity bill relief.

Our recovery approach recognises Ipswich as Queensland’s fastest 
growing region, and we need to be on the front foot when it comes to 
building the infrastructure for the future.

Ipswich has great strengths in industries ranging from processing and 
manufacturing to agriculture, distribution, transport and logistics. 

We are committed to significant investment to build productive 
infrastructure and grow jobs. There is tremendous opportunity to 
foster growth and innovation across businesses and industries.

In recognising that our COVID-19 response is a long-term challenge, 
this plan charts the way forward for delivering on one of our key 
priorities identified through Queensland’s Economic Recovery  
Plan – growing our regions.

We know that lasting recovery from COVID-19 can only be achieved 
through genuine, community-based partnerships. That’s why we will 
continue working with all levels of government and key stakeholders 
to drive the best outcomes for this region.

Together we will support our key industries and also invest in more 
industries, more infrastructure and more businesses. This plan backs 
local jobs and local opportunities.

There will be challenging times ahead as we navigate our way 
through the pandemic.

One thing is certain, however – the Government stands as a ready 
partner to the people of Ipswich as we work towards better days  
to come.

$24.9M in Job Support Loans of up to 
$250,000 for 189 businesses 
supporting 2,025 jobs

$4.6M in 517 Small Business COVID-19 
Adaption Grants of up to $10,000 
in the Ipswich region 

IPSWICH 
REGIONAL RECOVERY ACTION PLAN

SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND
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9    Ipswich Motorway 
(Rocklea to Darra)
$35.1 million in 2020-21 out 
of a $400 million total spend 
to construct additional lanes 
on the Ipswich Motorway 
between Rocklea and Darra 
(Stage 1), Oxley Road to 
Granard Road. Part of the 
State Infrastructure Fund, 
delivered in partnership 
with the Commonwealth 
Government.

10    Ipswich State High School
$4.4 million in 2020-21 out of 
a $6.9 million total spend to 
construct a new building with 
12 general learning spaces. 

1    Somerset Dam upgrade 
(planning costs)

$19.1 million in 2020-21 out 
of a $24.5 million total spend 
to continue planning works for 
enhancements to meet future 
extreme weather events. 

2    Esk replacement Auxiliary 
Fire and Rescue Station

$1 million in 2020-21 out of 
a $1.8 million total spend to 
complete replacement of the 
Esk Auxiliary Fire and Rescue 
Station. 

3    Southern Queensland 
Correctional Precinct - 
Stage 2

$109 million in 2020-21 
out of a $654 million total 
spend to expand Southern 
Queensland Correctional 
Precinct focusing on health 
and rehabilitation to reduce 
reo� ending. 

4    Mount Crosby East Bank 
Water Treatment Plant

$8 million in 2020-21 out of 
a $34.9 million total spend to 
continue the refurbishment 
and upgrade of � lters to 
maintain and improve 
capacity and reliability. 

5    Bundamba Station 
upgrade
Accessibility upgrade 
including platform 
raising at Bundamba 
Station. Part of a $136 
million additional 
investment for 
accessibility upgrades 
to four stations.

6    Mount Crosby 
substation

$2 million in 
2020-21 out of 
a $20 million total 
spend to establish 
a new substation 
to improve network 
performance. 

18    Springfield Central train 
station park ‘n’ ride
$17.6 million in 2020-21 out of 
a $44.5 million total spend to 
upgrade the Spring� eld Central 
train station park ‘n’ ride 
facility to provide an additional 
650 car spaces.

19    Springfield Central 
State High School
$7.8 million in 2020-21 out of 
a $10.1 million total spend to 
construct a new building with 
six general learning spaces and 
10 specialist spaces. 

20    Arts and Cultural 
Recovery Package
$15.4 million in 2020-21 out of 
a $22.5 million total spend to 
reactivate cultural and creative 
spaces and provide jobs for 
local artists and arts workers 
bringing communities together 
and boosting cultural tourism.

21    New Generation Rollingstock
$38.6 million in 2020-21 out 
of a $4.156 billion total spend. 
All 75 new six car sets were 
delivered by December 2019. 
Accessibility recti� cation works 
continue in order to comply 
with disability standards. 

22    Ripley Neighbourhood Centre
$730,000 in 2020-21 out 
of a $4.1 million total spend 
to design and construct a 
neighbourhood centre to 
support the Ripley community.

12    New Youth Detention Centre - 
32 bed construction project

$78.6 million in 2020-21 out 
of a $150 million total spend to 
construct a new 32 bed youth 
detention centre at Wacol. 

13   East Ipswich train station

$17 million in 2020-21 out 
of a $37.7 million total spend 
to upgrade East Ipswich train 
station to provide improved 
access and facilities, due for 
completion in 2022. 

14    West Moreton - Health 
Technology Equipment

$3.6 million in 2020-21 as 
part of ongoing funding for the 
Health Technology Equipment 
Replacement Program.

15    Building Better Hospitals  - 
Ipswich Hospital Expansion 
Stage 1A
$39.5 million in 2020-21 out of 
a $146.3 million total budget 

for the redevelopment 
of Ipswich Hospital 
including 26 bed 
ward refurbishment, 
new adults and older 

persons mental health facilities 
and an MRI suite. Part of the 
Building Better Hospitals, South 
East Queensland - Planning for 
Growth.

16     Unite and Recover Community 
Stimulus Package

$50 million across South East 
Queensland for the Unite and 
Recover Community Stimulus 
Package for council investment 
in new infrastructure and 
community assets.

17   Fernbrooke State School

$6.1 million in 2020-21 out of 
a $9.1 million total spend to 
construct a new building with 12 
general learning spaces and a 
covered area. 

7    Oxley Priority 
Development Area

$22.4 million in 
2020-21 out of a $27.3 
million total spend for 
the development of the 
former Oxley Secondary 
College site to facilitate 
economic development 
and development for 
community purposes in the 
area. 

8    Darra train station 
park ‘n’ ride

$2.4 million in 2020-21 
out of a $8.8 million total 
spend to upgrade the 
Darra train station park ‘n’ 
ride facility to provide an 
additional 180 car spaces. 

11    Wacol new Queensland 
Police Service Counter-
Terrorism and Community 
Safety Training Centre

$11.6 million in 2020-21 
out of a $52.2 million total 
spend to complete the 
new Counter-Terrorism and 
Community Safety Training 
Centre at Wacol. 

KEY

Community wellbeing

Utilities

Health

Education

Transport and roads

Justice and safety

Government services

Recreation and culture

Statewide/region-wide

Election commitment

Please note: Not all Government expenditure for 
the region is shown. Dollar amounts may include 
capital and operating expenditure, though may not 
represent the entire funding allocated.

SEPTEMBER 2020

$837M in Queensland Government capital investment in Ipswich, 
supporting an estimated 2,600 jobs in 2020-21

GOVERNMENT
INVESTMENT IN 
IPSWICH

$837M in Queensland Government capital investment in Ipswich, 
supporting an estimated 2,600 jobs in 2020-21
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QUEENSLAND EXPORTS KEEP 
FLYING DESPITE COVID-19

Queensland’s lucrative agriculture and seafood industries are on the fl ight path to 
economic recovery thanks to the support of the Queensland and Commonwealth 
Governments.

The Australian Government’s International Freight Assistance Mechanism (IFAM) is 
designed to keep high-value, perishable exports and vital imports fl owing as the 
economy continues to recover 
from the COVID-19 crisis.

Under the initiative, a network 
of nine airlines and six freight 
forwarders have accelerated 
the delivery of live coral trout, 
lobster tails, prime beef and 
fresh vegetable exports from 
Queensland into key overseas 
markets.

Trade and Investment 
Queensland, the Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries and Austrade 
championed the need to secure IFAM support for fl ights from Queensland to key 
markets including New Zealand, Hong Kong, Singapore, Japan, the United States and 
the United Arab Emirates.  

Toowoomba Wellcamp Airport also secured two new weekly IFAM fl ights through the 
initiative, thanks to the coordinated efforts of the Airport and Toowoomba Surat Basin 
Enterprise. 

These freight options for Queensland exporters mean their produce can be picked 
from the fi eld one day and delivered into an international market within 24 hours. 

CASE STUDY 

NEW ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
IPSWICH

Ipswich Hospital upgrade
Queensland Health has committed an additional $22 million over three years for interim upgrades 
to meet the increasing healthcare needs of this growing and diverse community while a master 
planning process is progressed. This investment will deliver upgrades to the Emergency Department, 
a dedicated obstetric theatre and an expansion to renal and nephrology services. These 
commitments are in addition to a $146.3 million investment to develop the Ipswich Health Precinct 
which will include the delivery of a $91 million 50-bed Acute Mental Health Unit and a $25 million 
26-bed ward at Ipswich Hospital. These projects will provide 492 jobs during construction.

Targeted investments will address the specific recovery needs of the 
Ipswich region. We will continue to work in partnership to deliver new 
jobs, new infrastructure and realise new economic opportunities.

Centenary Bridge upgrade
The Queensland Government will invest  
$112 million towards a $244 million upgrade of 
the Centenary Bridge, with a matching  
$112 million contribution being sought from 
the Commonwealth Government.

The Queensland Government has allocated  
$20 million to date on a business case and 
detailed design.  

The Centenary Bridge carries more than 85,000 
vehicles a day and current traffic modelling 
shows that by 2036, about 152,000 vehicles 
per day will cross the bridge.

The proposed upgrade includes a new, three-
lane, northbound bridge and remediation of 
the existing bridge to create three southbound 
lanes, improving connectivity with Brisbane for 
Ipswich and Springfield commuters.

The design also includes improved active 
transport facilities for pedestrians and bike 
riders.

When delivered, the project will improve safety, 
efficiency and travel times, better outcomes for 
the community, and provide better and safer 
facilities for active transport users.



IPSWICH 

APPRENTICES  

KEEP TRAINING 

DURING COVID-19

Hundreds of young construction, automotive and 
engineering apprentices have continued with their training 
thanks to a COVID-19 Jobs Support Loan.

Apprenticeships Queensland has been a vital asset to 
the Ipswich community for 34 years, helping up to 300 
young apprentices at any given time to gain job-ready 
construction, automotive and engineering skills as well as 
employment with South East Queensland businesses. 

General manager Paul Hillberg said COVID-19 put 
significant pressure on the not-for-profit organisation as 
regional industries cut back but a COVID-19 Jobs Support 
Loan allowed apprentices to stay on-track with their 
education and supported 20 staff. 

“It was important to keep our apprentices moving and 
going,” Mr Hillberg said. 

“[But] being not-for-profit, we still needed to pay wages and 
employees, so for us the loan meant we could do that. It 
enabled them to keep working.” 

Mr Hillberg said the jobs support loan helped keep the 
doors open and the programs running. 

“The loan has meant we can continue to support their 
mental health as well as their training and skills. so it has 
been a massive help to us,” he said. 

CASE STUDY 

QT 20-067 4pp

Rheinmetall Defence Australia 
Rheinmetall Defence Australia was announced as the Commonwealth 
Government’s successful tenderer to deliver the Australian Army’s 
next generation of combat reconnaissance vehicles. The Queensland 
Government worked hard on attracting the LAND 400 project for several 
years, and as a result Rheinmetall has now established its Australia-
New Zealand Headquarters and Military Vehicle Centre of Excellence 
(MILVEHCOE) in Redbank, Ipswich. The Queensland Government 
oversaw the construction of MILVEHCOE on Rheinmetall’s behalf.

DELIVERED

INVESTING IN 
LOCAL CAPACITY 
BOOSTING PROJECTS 

Lockyer Valley agricultural water supply 
The Queensland Government provided $1.4 million to the Lockyer 
Valley Regional Council and the Lockyer Valley and Somerset Water 
Collaborative to develop a business case to examine water supply 
options to improve productivity and sustainability of the region’s 
agricultural industry. This project involves consideration of the use of 
recycled water from Brisbane as a supplementary supply for irrigation 
in the Lockyer. The detailed business case is expected to be completed 
later this year. This is part of a suite of Queensland Government 
initiatives looking at innovative solutions to increase agricultural 
production and employment in regional communities. 

UNDERWAY

Springfield Central Station park ‘n’ ride   
The Queensland Government is investing $44.5 million in the Springfield 
Central Station park ‘n’ ride project, which will provide an additional 
650 car parks bringing total capacity to around 1,100 car parks for the 
growing Springfield area while providing improved safety and security for 
customers using Springfield Central Station. It will feature 24-hour access 
to the new multi-storey commuter parking facility, elevators in the multi-
storey building, accessibility between the new car park and Springfield 
Central Station, direct vehicle access from Springfield-Greenbank Arterial, 
CCTV and lighting. The construction tender was released in mid-2020.  

UNDERWAY


