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The Queensland Government has committed more 
than $8 billion to support COVID-19 health and 
economic recovery initiatives across the State. 

$267M
building boost to support 
home owners, ‘tradies’ and 
construction

$400M
land tax relief for property 
owners which must be passed 
onto tenants in the form of 
rent relief

$90M
for jobs and skills, including 
funding for the Back to Work 
and Skilling Queenslanders for 
Work  programs

$500M
in electricity and water bill 
relief, with a $200 rebate for 
households, and a $500 rebate 
for eligible small business and 
sole traders

Up
to$950M in payroll tax relief statewide, 

supporting 295,800 jobs in the 
Brisbane and Redlands region

Support for Brisbane and Redlands 
region’s small businesses includes:

A MESSAGE FROM 

THE PREMIER
THE HONOURABLE ANNASTACIA PALASZCZUK MP
AND

THE TREASURER
THE HONOURABLE CAMERON DICK MP

The COVID-19 global pandemic has 
touched everyone and communities 
in the Brisbane and Redlands 
region have not been immune to its 
effects.

The Brisbane and Redlands 
Regional Recovery Action Plan builds on our immediate commitment 
to keeping the region moving through extra support for businesses, 
workers and households – from payroll tax waivers to electricity bill 
relief.

Our recovery approach recognises Brisbane and Redlands as one of 
Queensland’s fastest growing regions, with strengths in industries 
ranging from processing and manufacturing to distribution, 
intermodal transport and logistics.

We are committed to significant investment to build productive 
infrastructure and grow jobs. This region offers tremendous 
opportunity to foster growth and innovation across a wide variety of 
businesses and industries.

In recognising that our COVID-19 response is a long-term challenge, 
this plan charts the way forward for delivering on one of our key 
priorities identified through Queensland’s Economic Recovery Plan – 
growing our regions.

We know that lasting recovery from COVID-19 can only be achieved 
through genuine, community-based partnerships. That’s why we will 
continue working with all levels of government and key stakeholders 
to drive the best outcomes for this region.

Together we will support our key industries and also invest in more 
industries, more infrastructure and more businesses. This plan 
backs local jobs and local opportunities.

There will be challenging times ahead as we navigate our way 
through the pandemic.

One thing is certain, however – the Government stands as a ready 
partner to the people of the Brisbane and Redlands region as we 
work towards better days to come.

$364.3M
in Job Support Loans of  
up to $250,000 for 2,440  
businesses supporting  
34,073 jobs

$48.4M in 5,360 Small Business 
COVID-19 Adaption Grants 
of up to $10,000 

BRISBANE AND REDLANDS 
REGIONAL RECOVERY ACTION PLAN

SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND
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9     Queensland Cultural Centre 
Future Energy Efficiency
$4.9 million in 2020-21 out 
of a $9 million total spend to 
implement sustainability and 
energy e�  ciency measures 
at the Queensland Cultural 
Centre to lower energy 
consumption and greenhouse 
gas emissions.

10     New performing arts 
venue at the Queensland 
Performing Arts Centre
$21.2 million in 2020-21 out 
of a $175 million total spend 
to build a new performing 
arts venue at the Queensland 
Performing Arts Centre. 

11     Auchenflower train station
$11.9 million in 2020-
21 out of a $40.3 million 
total spend to upgrade 
Auchenflower train station to 
provide improved access and 
facilities. 

1    North Brisbane Bikeway 
(Stages 2, 3 and 4)
$3.5 million in 2020-21 
out of a $18.5 million 
total spend to design and 
construct the cycleway from 
Rigby Street to Price Street 
(Stage 4). Stages 2 and 3 
Somerset Street to Rigby 
Street were completed early 
2020. 

2    Breakfast Creek Bridge 
realignment
$15.9 million in 2020-21 
out of a $40.2 million total 
spend to increase the speed 
and reliability of rail services. 

3    The Gap State High 
School
$5.7 million in 2020-21 
out of an $8.9 million 
total spend to construct 
a new building with � ve 
general learning spaces. 

4    Queensland Institute 
of Medical Research 
Berghofer
5.6 million in 2020-21 as 
part of ongoing funding 
to undertake building 
renewal and replace institute 
scienti� c equipment.

5     Ithaca Creek State School
$8.1 million in 2020-21 out 
of an $11 million total spend 
to construct a new building 
with six general learning 
spaces and two specialist 
learning spaces. 

6     Strathpine Road 
interchange upgrade
$30 million to build 
Brisbane’s � rst diverging 
diamond interchange. The 
jointly-funded project is 
expected to improve travel 
times and safety.

20     Linkfield Road overpass
$125 million jointly-
funded project with the 
Commonwealth Government 
to duplicate and upgrade the 
Link� eld Road Overpass to 
improve safety and network 
capacity.

21     New Generation 
Rollingstock
$38.6 million in 2020-21 
out of a $4.156 billion 
total spend. All 75 new six 
car sets were delivered by 
December 2019. Accessibility 
recti� cation works continue in 
order to comply with disability 
standards. 

22     New Primary School in 
Brisbane’s Inner West
$346,000 in 2020-21 out of 
a $65.2 million total spend 
to construct a new primary 
school.

23    Unite and Recover 
Community Stimulus 
Package

$50 million across South East 
Queensland for the Unite and 
Recover Community Stimulus 
Package for council 
investment in new 
infrastructure and 
community assets.

14     Redland Hospital 
multi-level carpark
$6.9 million in 2020-21 
out of a $50.2 million total 
spend to construct a new � ve 
level multi-storey car park at 
Redland Hospital, providing 
713 car spaces, six motorcycle 
bays and new end of trip 
facilities.

15     Cleveland - Redland 
Bay Road, Anita Street 
and Magnolia Parade to 
Benfer Street, upgrade 
intersections and duplicate 
to four lanes
$3.1 million in 2020-21 out 
of a $42 million total spend 
to upgrade intersections on 
Cleveland - Redland Bay Road 
at Anita Street and duplicate 
the road between Magnolia 
Parade and Benfer Road.

16     Runcorn Heights 
State School
$3.7 million in 2020-21 out of 
a $6.5 million total spend to 
construct a new building with 
six general learning spaces.

17     Arts and Cultural 
Recovery Package
$15.4 million in 2020-21 out 
of a $22.5 million total spend 
to reactivate cultural and 
creative spaces and provide 
jobs for local artists and arts 
workers bringing communities 
together and boosting cultural 
tourism.

18     South Moreton Bay Island 
Upgrade

$20.5 million to deliver 
essential upgrades to the 
passenger ferry terminals at 
Russell, Macleay, Lamb and 
Karragarra Islands. Delivered in 
partnership with Redland City 
Council.

19     European Train Control 
System Level 2 - 
Inner City Works
$169.1 million in 2020-21 
out of a $646.4 million total 
spend to construct a new 
signalling system and continue 
implementation within the 
inner city between Northgate, 
Milton and Park Road.

7     Fortitude Valley State 
Secondary College
$4.2 million in 2020-21 
out of a $122.2 million total 
spend to construct a new 
secondary school. Part of 
the Building Future Schools 
Fund.

8     Cross River Rail
$5.4 billion to continue 
delivery of the Cross River 
Rail project in partnership 
with the private sector.

12     West End police 
facility upgrade
$4.4 million in 2020-21 out 
of a $5.9 million total spend 
to continue the upgrade of the 
police facility at West End. 

13     Yeronga State High School
$1.6 million in 2020-21 out 
of a $1.8 million total spend 
to complete upgrades and 
enhancement work. 

KEY

Community wellbeing

Utilities

Health

Education

Transport and roads

Justice and safety

Government services

Recreation and culture

Statewide/region-wide

Election commitment

Please note: Not all Government expenditure for 
the region is shown. Dollar amounts may include 
capital and operating expenditure, though may 
not represent the entire funding allocated.
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$4,754M in Queensland Government capital investment in Brisbane and 
Redland Bay, supporting an estimated 12,500 jobs in 2020-21

GOVERNMENT
INVESTMENT IN 
BRISBANE AND 
REDLANDS

$4,754M in Queensland Government capital investment in Brisbane and 
Redland Bay, supporting an estimated 12,500 jobs in 2020-21
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QUEENSLAND EXPORTS KEEP 
FLYING DESPITE COVID-19

Queensland’s lucrative agriculture and seafood industries are on the fl ight path to 
economic recovery thanks to the support of the Queensland and Commonwealth 
Governments.

The Australian Government’s International Freight Assistance Mechanism (IFAM) is 
designed to keep high-value, perishable exports and vital imports fl owing as the 
economy continues to recover 
from the COVID-19 crisis.

Under the initiative, a network 
of nine airlines and six freight 
forwarders have accelerated 
the delivery of live coral trout, 
lobster tails, prime beef and 
fresh vegetable exports from 
Queensland into key overseas 
markets.

Trade and Investment 
Queensland, the Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries and Austrade 
championed the need to secure IFAM support for fl ights from Queensland to key 
markets including New Zealand, Hong Kong, Singapore, Japan, the United States and 
the United Arab Emirates.  

Toowoomba Wellcamp Airport also secured two new weekly IFAM fl ights through the 
initiative, thanks to the coordinated efforts of the Airport and Toowoomba Surat Basin 
Enterprise. 

These freight options for Queensland exporters mean their produce can be picked 
from the fi eld one day and delivered into an international market within 24 hours. 

CASE STUDY 

in Queensland Government capital investment in Brisbane and 
Redland Bay, supporting an estimated 12,500 jobs in 2020-21

NEW ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
BRISBANE AND REDLANDS

Vaxxas Nanopatch Development Facility 
Queensland has ensured ground-breaking medtech company Vaxxas stays in the State to 
commercialise and manufacture its globally renowned needle-free vaccine delivery technology. 
The success in securing Vaxxas’ future in Queensland will support 189 jobs over 10 years. It will 
see Vaxxas manufacture its needle-free High-Density Micro-projection Array Patch (MAP) in large 
numbers at its new Brisbane base. The Queensland Government is providing funding support to 
build and fast track the fit out of the new manufacturing base in a Queensland Government owned 
building at Northshore Hamilton in Brisbane. The new facility has the potential to contribute $497 
million in economic activity over 10 years and create up to 139 additional highly-skilled, knowledge-
intensive jobs. The project closely aligns with the Queensland Biomedical 10-Year Roadmap and 
Action Plan.

Howard Smith Wharf River Hub
The State Government has committed $5.5 million to 
build three new pontoons at Howard Smith Wharves 
to boost the tourism and construction industries post- 
COVID-19.

The funding is part of the Government’s strategy to 
promote the city’s priority to activate the Brisbane River 
and improve links to Moreton Bay and its Islands.

Investing in river access infrastructure will help create 
future tourism jobs in the southeast.

The award-winning Howard Smith Wharves is hugely 
popular and the new river terminal will mean patrons 
can enjoy the city before heading to the Bay or other 
attractions along the Brisbane River.

The new pontoons will be accessible to commercial 
tour operators as a pick-up and drop-off point that 
will benefit from the patronage of the Howard Smith 
Wharves and Eagle Street restaurant and entertainment 
precincts.

Targeted investments will address the specific recovery needs of 
the Brisbane and Redlands region. We will continue to work in 
partnership to deliver new jobs, new infrastructure and realise new 
economic opportunities.



BRISBANE COMPANY 

PIVOTS FROM  

BEARD GROOMING  

TO HAND WASHING

In response to COVID-19, many Queensland manufacturers 
pivoted to producing personal protective equipment and 
other essential products for frontline health and essential 
workers. 

One of these companies was Brisbane-based men’s 
grooming product manufacturers, The Bearded Chap, who 
retooled their business to produce 13,000 bottles of much 
needed hand sanitiser for Queensland hospitals.

The Queensland Government assisted in securing 3000 
litres of ethanol from Bundaberg Rum Distillery. 

The Bearded Chap CEO Luke Swenson said his focus was to 
get much-needed supplies of hand sanitiser to the medical 
sector as quickly as possible.

“My partner and friends work in the medical sector, so I 
know just how badly needed sanitiser is,” Mr Swenson said.

“Frontline workers are also at risk, so knowing we can help 
them as well makes my team and I feel like we’re helping 
win this COVID-19 battle.”

Since re-tooling, The Bearded Chap has secured several 
contracts with Queensland Health to supply this vital 
product.

CASE STUDY 

QT 20-067 4pp

Renewable energy training facility
The Queensland Government is investing $17 million towards the 
$23 million new start-of-the-art renewable energy training facility at 
Pinkenba, with construction supporting more than 40 jobs. Demand 
for skilled workers in the renewable energy sector is expected to grow 
significantly. 

PLANNING

INVESTING IN 
LOCAL CAPACITY 
BOOSTING PROJECTS 

Artificial Intelligence Hub in Fortitude Valley 
The Artificial Intelligence (AI) Hub in Fortitude Valley is a new  
$5 million investment under the Queensland Government’s landmark 
$755 million Advance Queensland initiative. The AI Hub is managed 
by AI Consortium and located in The Precinct in Fortitude Valley. The 
AI Hub will connect Queensland businesses, industry, government 
organisations and universities to local AI talent and technologies, deliver 
programs to develop AI talent, and connect Queensland’s AI talent and 
solutions to other global centres.

PLANNING

Cross River Rail 
The Queensland Government has committed $5.4 billion to the Cross 
River Rail, a new 10.2 kilometre rail line from Dutton Park to Bowen 
Hills, which includes 5.9 kilometres of twin tunnels. Significant progress 
is being made on Cross River Rail, supporting local jobs as well as 
opportunities for local supplier and subcontractor companies. More than 
2,400 people are now working on the project and 97 per cent of those 
workers are Queensland residents. In addition, more than 400 suppliers 
and subcontractor companies have been utilised to date and more than 
90 per cent of these are Queensland companies. 

UNDERWAY

Queens Wharf
Queen’s Wharf Brisbane is a $3.6 billion Integrated Resort Development 
project that will put Brisbane firmly on the map as a global tourism, 
leisure and entertainment destination. It will include around 1,000 hotel 
rooms, 50 new restaurants, cafes and bars, a pedestrian bridge to South 
Bank, apartments and the equivalent of 12 football fields of public space.

UNDERWAY

Station upgrades and park ‘n’ ride facilities
The Queensland Government is investing close to $500 million across 
South East Queensland to improve accessibility across the passenger 
rail network.  Station upgrades and park ‘n’ ride facilities include 
Boondall, Strathpine, Cannon Hill, Dakabin, Carseldine, Albion, 
Buranda, Ferny Grove, Lindum, Wooloowin and Banyo. These projects all 
create ongoing jobs and opportunities for local businesses.


