TOWNSVILLE

REGIONAL ECONOMIC RECOVERY

covid19.qld.gov.au

A VISION FOR
THE FUTURE
Our vision for Queensland’s recovery
from this pandemic is threefold – we are
working to protect the health of every
Queenslander, we are creating jobs, and
we are working together to create the
conditions for future success.
Our regions are the key to building
Queensland’s economic recovery. It has
taken a collaborative effort from every
region to shape our plan for the future.
We will continue to partner – with
governments, industries, businesses
and communities – to navigate this
new world for future growth.

The Townsville region spans the tropical
waters of the Great Barrier Reef to the
great Queensland Outback. It has a
proud heritage founded on agriculture,
resources, Australia’s largest military
base, a major port and world-class
educational institutions.
In the Townsville region, we will invest
in enabling infrastructure for water,
tourism, transport and exports,
driving jobs and economic growth.

We acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as the traditional
owners and custodians of the land and water on which we rely and operate.
We pay our deepest respects to Elders past, present and emerging.

MESSAGE FROM
THE PREMIER

MESSAGE FROM
THE TREASURER

The Honourable Annastacia Palaszczuk MP

The Honourable Cameron Dick MP

This year has tested Queenslanders like no other.
The COVID-19 pandemic has touched everyone and communities
in Townsville have not been immune to its effects.
Our response to COVID-19 has kept Queenslanders safe and
allowed our economic recovery to begin.
My Government’s Economic Recovery Plan is all about protecting
Queenslanders’ health, creating jobs and working together.
Importantly, this plan also recognises that growing our regions is a
key priority for Queensland and vital to our state’s future success.
Our immediate commitment is keeping the region moving through
extra support for businesses, workers and households – from
payroll tax relief to cost of living support.
Our recovery approach recognises that Townsville and North
Queensland is a diverse region with a range of sectors contributing
substantially to the region’s economy such as tourism, agriculture,
education, defence and manufacturing.
While growth in sectors such as these will be essential to future
prosperity we also want to work with industry and the community
to take advantage of emerging opportunities to innovate and create
long-term sustainable jobs into the future.
Together we will support traditional industries and also invest in
more industries, more infrastructure and more businesses. This is
all about more local jobs.
I am so proud of the way North Queenslanders have stepped up in
these tough times.
From the frontline health workers in Townsville University Hospital
to Townsville Advanced Industry Training Business owners Schae
and Lucy O’Dell who accessed a Jobs Support Loan to ensure they
could retain their ﬁve staff and continue to support other local
businesses in re-training and up-skilling job seekers and workers.

The Townsville region is a major contributor to the economic
prosperity of Queensland and an important hub for industry
and investment. Agriculture, education, mining, tourism and
manufacturing are key industries in the region and have all been
hit hard by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Our proactive approach to managing the health crisis means we
are well placed to drive recovery through a strong and diverse
economy and sustainable economic growth over the long term.
We know COVID-19 has hit jobs and business across the region,
and many in Townsville and North Queensland are doing it tough,
with the combined impacts of the fallout from the virus and last
year’s dreadful monsoon ﬂood.
But while the COVID-19 pandemic may have temporarily paused
our prosperity, it has in no way diminished this region’s potential,
as the gateway to the North West minerals province and a major
centre for manufacturing, agriculture, defence, tourism and
education.
We are investing in upgrades to the Port of Townsville and the
Haughton River Floodplain, along with Burdekin Ayr water
infrastructure and stage ﬁve of the Townsville Ring Road. These are
all future-prooﬁng initiatives, delivering jobs and contributing to
the regional economy.
The road to recovery from COVID-19 needs a long-term focus on
innovation and diversiﬁcation that will deliver investment in new
technologies and infrastructure for a sustainable future.
The pandemic is likely to remain with us for some time, and with
it, we will continue to have big challenges. While our ﬁrst priority
will always be the health of Queenslanders, we will work with the
Townsville region to grasp the new opportunities in our future.

My Government remains committed to not only supporting
Townsville on the road to recovery but also making sure we position
the region for future growth and job generating opportunities.
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SUPPORTING ECONOMIC
RECOVERY IN QUEENSLAND
In February 2020, Queensland implemented a swift and decisive response to
the growing crisis, announcing measures to assist business and industry with
resilience and recovery strategies, targeted financial support and counselling.

Over

$8 billion
$5 billion

in recovery
measures

Queensland Future Fund
to unlock surplus in the Defined Benefit Fund
and pay down debt

$3 billion
savings plan
over 4 years

$145M

$249M

3 Renewable
Energy Zones
4

$280M

Up
to
unlocked by councils
for public works by
refinancing loans at
lower rates
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extension to $400M
tax relief for small and
medium businesses

$500M

Backing Queensland
Business Investment
Fund

$500M

Renewable
Energy Fund

OUR COVID-19 RESPONSE IN
TOWNSVILLE
THE QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT HAS COMMITTED MORE THAN
$8 BILLION TO SUPPORT COVID-19 HEALTH AND ECONOMIC RECOVERY
INITIATIVES ACROSS THE STATE. KEY STATEWIDE INITIATIVES IN THE
TOWNSVILLE REGION INCLUDE:

$90M

for jobs and skills, including
funding for the Back to Work,
Skilling Queenslanders for
Work and Reef Assist programs

Up
to

$950M

in payroll tax relief statewide,
including refunds and deferrals
for eligible businesses and
tax exemption for JobKeeper
payments, supporting 25,300
jobs in the Townsville region

$267M

$500M

$400M

$1B

building boost to support
home owners, ‘tradies’ and
the construction industry,
including a $5,000 regional
home building grant

land tax relief for property
owners which must be
passed onto tenants in the
form of rent relief

in electricity and water bill relief for
households and small businesses,
including a $200 rebate for
households, and a $500 rebate for
eligible small business and sole traders

in road stimulus projects, accelerated
funding to increase investment in
roads and transport infrastructure,
including $400 million in Queensland
Government funding for 42 projects

Initiatives in the Townsville region include:
REEF ASSIST PROGRAM
$10 million to deliver priority
environmental projects and jobs
in the state’s Great Barrier Reef
catchments in partnership with
local governments. Creating up
to 200 nature-based jobs and
providing work for local contractors
and suppliers.

MINING AND RESOURCE
INVESTMENT
$10 million to boost exploration
for new economy minerals and
support mining tech innovators.

SMALL BUSINESS
ADAPTION GRANTS

NELLY BAY WALKING
TRACK UPGRADE

Supporting Townsville region
businesses with 907 grants of up
to $10,000, totaling $8.1 million.

$500,000 to upgrade the Nelly Bay
walking track on Townsville’s local
tourism icon Magnetic Island.
Part of an $8.93 million
commitment for national park
improvement works in Queensland.

JOBS SUPPORT LOANS
283 loans of up to $250,000 have
been approved for Townsville
region businesses, totaling $42.44
million, supporting 3,470 jobs.

COVID-19 WORKS
FOR QUEENSLAND
$21.4 million to North
Queensland regional councils
for 31 maintenance and minor
infrastructure projects,
supporting 285 jobs.

TAFE UPGRADES
A total of $725,000 for Townsville
TAFE upgrades - $375,000 for a
new Maker Space Innovation Hub
at Bohle TAFE and $350,000 for a
new student industry collaborative
learning centre at Burdekin TAFE.
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CASE STUDY

TOWNSVILLE
TRAINING BUSINESS
SUPPORTING
REGIONAL WORKERS
Thousands of regional Queensland job seekers and
workers will continue to be supported in re-training
and up-skilling thanks to a COVID-19 Jobs Support
Loan from the Queensland Government.
Advanced Industry Training business owners Schae
and Lucy O’Dell are responsible for up-skilling job
seekers and workers in essential skills like forklift,
elevated work platform, heavy machinery, dangerous
goods and white card induction training.
The Jobs Support Loan meant Schae and Lucy
could continue paying their ﬁve staff, support other
Townsville businesses, and pay carry-on expenses to
ensure training continued during COVID-19 and into
the future.
“If we didn’t get the loan our doors would have
closed in early May. It’s meant we can maintain our
payroll, make super payments and pay normal bills
like rent.”
Lucy said there were nine qualiﬁcations and more
than 300 individual units of training on offer, helping
people into all kinds of work opportunities.
“We make sure they have the practical training they
need so they can conﬁdently operate machinery
safely before we let them out the front door.”

WHAT IS
THE LOCAL
IMPACT OF
COVID-19?
WHILE OUR RECOVERY IS
UNDERWAY, THE IMPACTS
IN TOWNSVILLE HAVE
BEEN FELT ACROSS
MAJOR INDUSTRIES.
Proﬁtability and sustainability of
tourism and related business have been
impacted by reduced visitor numbers
and social distancing restrictions.

Ongoing biosecurity measures in
Indigenous council areas have resulted
in tours, cultural and sporting events
being cancelled.

The economy in the Townsville
region has been supported by
public administration, defence,
manufacturing and transport facilities.

A slump in international metal prices
impacted export earnings, however
prices have recovered.

Reliance on international imports
resulted in component and product
shortages due to trade and supply
chain disruptions.
There was a 5.2 per cent downturn in
employee jobs in Townsville between
14 March and 11 July 2020.

Senior trainer and assessor from Advanced Industry Training, Peter Burroughs
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NEW ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES
FOR TOWNSVILLE
TARGETED INVESTMENTS WILL ADDRESS THE SPECIFIC RECOVERY
NEEDS OF THE TOWNSVILLE REGION. WE WILL CONTINUE TO WORK
IN PARTNERSHIP TO DELIVER NEW JOBS, NEW INFRASTRUCTURE
AND REALISE NEW ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES.

Support for
Big Rocks Weir
The Queensland
Government is set to
invest up to $30 million
in Big Rocks Weir on
the Burdekin River,
approximately 26 km
north of Charters Towers.
The Queensland
Government will invest
$3 million to support
preconstruction
activities to bring the
project to an investment
ready decision.
Subject to a successful
detailed business case
and ﬁnalisation of
regulatory approvals,
the Queensland
Government has
committed up to
$27 million towards
construction.
The Commonwealth
Government has
committed up to
$30 million for
construction on a 50:50
basis. Construction of
the weir will support
about 172 full-time
equivalent positions
at its peak.

More upgrades
planned for
Riverway Drive
The Queensland
Government is
committing $19 million
towards the duplication
of Riverway Drive Stage
Two.
The $95 million
project will require a
commitment from the
Australian Government
on an 80:20 basis to
upgrade Riverway Drive
between Allambie Lane
and Dunlop Street.
The Queensland
Government has
already delivered the
$43.5 million Riverway
Drive duplication
project for Stage One.
Stage Two will include
duplication of a further
three kilometre section
which incorporates
replacement of the
major water pipeline.
Construction could
start in 2022 if the
Commonwealth
Government commits to
the project.

Maritime
Testing Facility
The development of
an Australian ﬁrst
maritime autonomous
systems testing facility
in Townsville will enable
autonomous marine
technologies and
unmanned platforms
with applications
in civil and defence
environments to be
tested as being safe
to operate prior to
deployment.
This initiative, supported
by a Queensland
Government investment
of $2 million, will
position Townsville as
a leader in the ﬁeld
ensuring our seaways
remain safe, as the
word embraces more
advanced technologies.
This project will help
transfor the regional
economy, developing
skills and creating
new jobs.

Mount Isa
Mines Copper
Smelter backs
local jobs
The Queensland
Government is securing
almost 1100 jobs
associated with the
Mount Isa Mines copper
smelter. Over 250 jobs
in Townsville depend
on the smelter with
a further 830 jobs in
Mount Isa across Mount
Isa Mines’ and Incitec
Pivot’s operations. The
smelter supports indirect
employment for many
hundreds more in those
regions who either supply
other goods and services
to the smelter or reﬁnery,
or rely on the outputs.
Over the next decade
there will be growing
global demand for copper
and other new economy
minerals needed for wind
turbines, generators and
batteries and copper for
electric cars.

DriveIT
delivering for
Townsville
Townsville’s motorracing and driver safety
advocate DriveIT NQ
is set to receive
$10 million in
Queensland Government
funding to assist
development of the
DriveIT NQ motorsport
precinct located at the
Woodstock (Lansdown)
Industrial Estate, 40
kilometres south of
Townsville.
Subject to the project’s
economic viability and
other conditions, the
project will support more
than 55 construction jobs
and 140-plus on-going
jobs.
This builds on
the Queensland
Government's $5 million
commitment to support
access to the Landsdown
precinct.
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INVESTING IN LOCAL CAPACITY
BOOSTING PROJECTS

PLANNING

UNDERWAY

Copperstring project
$14.8 million to continue investigations into the project’s
feasibility to connect the North West Minerals Province with the
National Electricity Market.

PLANNING

Port of Townsville upgrade
A $193 million upgrade of the Port channel is underway, with a
$75 million contribution from the Queensland Government,
$75 million from the Australian Government and $43 million from
the Port of Townsville Limited. The Queensland Government is
planning to invest up to $30 million for a potential $48 million
intermodal facility within the port, subject to a detailed business
case and relevant approvals, with the Port of Townsville Limited
investing $30 million to upgrade Berth 4 facilities.

UNDERWAY

Burdekin Ayr water supply
New tourism infrastructure
$6.5 million in funding for the unique tourism attraction of the
Townsville City Beacons project at the North Queensland
Stadium precinct.
8
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This $10 million project will deliver new water infrastructure,
including the installation of up to three new bores, a new 10
megalitre reservoir and new trunk duplication pipeline. This
second stage of the project will ensure the supply of clean, reliable
potable water to the townships of Ayr, Brandon and Alva Beach.

UNDERWAY

Haughton River Floodplain
upgrade project
The $514.3 million project is jointly funded by the Australian
Government ($411.5 million) and Queensland Government
($102.9 million) covering essential upgrades to the Bruce
Highway. On completion it will improve safety and efﬁciency for
road users and signiﬁcantly improve ﬂood immunity.

PLANNING

PLANNING

Burdekin Falls Dam
The Burdekin Falls Dam is at the heart of one of Queensland's
largest agricultural hubs, where extra water for irrigation could
support an increase in production. $17.6 million in 2020-21 out
of a $44.4 million total spend to continue planning works for
enhancements to meet future extreme weather events and feasibility
assessments investigating the potential of raising the dam.

DELIVERED

Queensland Renewable Energy Zones
The Queensland Government will establish a $500 million
Renewable Energy Fund for Government investments in commercial
renewable energy projects and supporting infrastructure, to be
undertaken through the Government-owned energy corporations.
The Fund will complement the Government’s $145 million
commitment to establish three renewable energy zones across
northern, central and southern Queensland, and continue the
pace of Queensland’s transition to 50 per cent renewable energy
generation by 2030. Since 2015, 41 large-scale renewable energy
projects have commenced operations, are under construction
or are ﬁnancially committed, representing around $7.8 billion in
investment and 6,500 construction jobs.

Queensland Country Bank Stadium
The $293.5 million North Queensland Stadium is a joint project
of the Queensland Government, Commonwealth Government and
Townsville City Council, under the Townsville City Deal, supported by
both the National Rugby League and the North Queensland Cowboys.
The project created 750 fulltime jobs during construction with
85 per cent of workers on site North Queensland locals and 488 local
businesses beneﬁtted through the supply chain. The local workforce
also included 121 apprentices and 17 trainees, as well as over
12 percent participation by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people during construction.
SEPTEMBER 2020
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GOVERNMENT
INVESTMENT IN
TOWNSVILLE
1

2

3

4

Magnetic Island National Park
- Forts Junction Hub upgrade
$1.9 million in 2020-21 out of
a $2.4 million total spend to
upgrade visitor access to the
Fort. Part of the Growth Area
and Regional Infrastructure
Investment Fund.
Port of Townsville Channel Upgrade
$41.3 million in 2020-21 out
of a $193 million total spend
towards the Port of Townsville
Channel Upgrade project.
Delivered in partnership with the
Commonwealth Government.
Townsville Regional
Industrial Estate
$200,000 in 2020-21 out of
a $7.197 million total spend
for the development of future
industrial land at Bohle Plains
in Townsville to support jobs
generation and economic
development.
Townsville Northern
Access Intersections Upgrade
$6.6 million in 2020-21 out of
a $98.9 million total spend to
improve intersections.
This funding does not include
$8.75 million of interim early
works that were completed in
2018-19. Part of the Bruce
Highway Upgrade Program,
delivered in partnership
with the Commonwealth
Government.
SUNSHINE
COAST AND
MORETON
BAY
FAR NORTH
QUEENSLAND

IPSWICH

BRISBANE
GOLD
COAST

LOGAN
TOWNSVILLE

MACKAY-WHITSUNDAY
CENTRAL
QUEENSLAND

OUTBACK
QUEENSLAND

WIDE BAY
DARLING
DOWNS
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SOUTH EAST
QUEENSLAND

$737M

5

6

7

8
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to Ingham), Townsville Ring
Road
$10 million in 2020-21 out
of a $230 million total spend
to duplicate the Townsville
Ring Road to four lanes. Part
of the State Infrastructure
Fund and the Bruce Highway
Upgrade Program, delivered
in partnership with the
Commonwealth Government.

Port of Townsville berths terminal and
road upgrades
$16.1 million in 2020-21
out of a $53.3 million
total spend for
Berth 4 cranes and
upgrading the cargo
terminal and roads at
the Port of Townsville.
Queensland
Country Bank
Stadium
$1.8 million
in 2020-21
out of a
$293.5 million
total spend to further
enhance fan experience
at the new 25,000 seat,
best practice, purpose
built stadium in Townsville.

Kirwan Replacement
Ambulance Station
$2 million in 2020-21
out of a $3.3 million total
spend for the construction
of a replacement
ambulance station at
Kirwan.

Townsville), Haughton
River Floodplain, construct
bridges and approaches
$96.5 million in 2020-21
out of a $514.3 million
total spend to construct
bridges, approaches, upgrade
intersections on the Bruce
Highway at Giru Horseshoe
Lagoon to Palm Creek.
Part of the Bruce Highway
Upgrade Program, delivered
in partnership with the
Commonwealth Government.

13 Ayr Water Supply -

Ingham
3 2

Greenvale

4

5 6 7 8
9 10 14

15

Charters
Towers

Cowboys Training Facility
$5 million of a total
$40 million to build the
Cowboys Training Facility.
Delivered in partnership
with the Commonwealth
Government.
Heatley Secondary
College
$6.2 million in 2020-21
out of a $10 million total
spend for refurbishment of
multiple learning spaces
and amenities, new covered
walkways and new security
fencing to the trade training
centre.

12 Bruce Highway (Ayr -

10 Bruce Highway (Townsville

infrastructure project
(stage 2)
$6 million in 2020-21 out of
a $10 million total spend to
1
install three
new bores, a
Townsville
10 megalitre
11
reservoir,
13
12
18 Ayr
associated
pumps and
water main to
move primary
water source
from Nelson’s
Lagoon
borefield to
16
south Ayr.

Llanarth

14 Mount Isa Line investment

The Queensland Government
is investing $50 million on
the Mount Isa Line to bolster
freight movement between
the Port of Townsville and the
North West Minerals province.

15 Charters Towers

11 Bruce Highway (Ayr Townsville), Mailman
Road - Mackenzie Creek,
widen and seal
$9.6 million in 2020-21
out of a $23.4 million
total spend to continue
pavement widening and
seal on the Bruce Highway
between Mailman Road
and Mackenzie Creek.
Part of the Bruce Highway
Upgrade Program,
delivered in partnership
with the Commonwealth
Government.

replacement composite
fire and rescue station
$3.4 million in 2020-21 out
of a $3.5 million total spend
to complete replacement of
the composite fire and rescue
station at Charters Towers.

16 Burdekin Falls Dam
improvement and Dam
raising project (planning
works)
$17.6 million in 2020-21 out
of a $44.4 million total spend
to continue planning works
for enhancements to meet
future extreme weather events
and feasibility assessments
investigating the potential of
raising the dam.

in Queensland Government capital investment in Townsville,
supporting an estimated 2,600 jobs in 2020-21

17 Arts and Cultural
Recovery Package
$15.4 million in 2020-21
out of a $22.5 million total
spend to reactivate cultural and
creative spaces and provide
jobs for local artists and arts
workers bringing communities
together and boosting cultural
tourism.

18 Haughton Pipeline
Stage 2
$40 million in 2020-21 out
of a $195 million total spend
to construct a water pipeline
from the Burdekin River near
Tom Fenwick Pump Station,
connecting with earlier stages
of the Haughton Pipeline.

19 Townsville - Health
Technology Equipment
$5.7 million in
2020-21 as part
of ongoing funding
for the Health Technology
Equipment Replacement
Program.

20 Townsville
Women’s Centre
$1.2 million in 2020-21 out of
a $4.1 million total spend to
continue with the construction
of a new Women's Centre
in Townsville.

CASE STUDY

FOURTH-GENERATION BUSINESS
IN CHARTERS TOWERS
CONTINUES THEIR LEGACY
A fourth-generation family business which has been supporting rural communities and
employees since 1926 will be able to continue their legacy in Charters Towers during
and after COVID-19 with a Queensland Government COVID-19 Jobs Support Loan.
The Titley brand includes ﬁve shops – selling footwear, workwear, sportswear and
western clothing – and employs 32 local people.
Owner Tony Titley has been able to continue supporting his staff and the community
where possible with the COVID-19 Jobs Support Loan. Mr Titley said the business
was well-known in Charters Towers and supported many community events
and sports teams but COVID-19 restrictions meant they had to rethink how they
operated.
“It’s important we do stay open to let people know we are still here and haven’t
given up. If people want stuff, they know they can come and get it," he said.
“The COVID-19 Jobs Support Loan will keep us trading and keep people employed in
our little country town. We have a very different outlook now, it’s good.” Mr Titley said
the ﬁnancial support allowed him to continue supporting staff where possible, which
was a vital and long-standing commitment the business had to the entire Charters
Towers community.

Please note: Not all Government
expenditure for the region is shown.
Dollar amounts may include capital and
operating expenditure, though may not
represent the entire funding allocated.
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"We can survive isolation, we can
produce our own food, we can
build everything we need. It’s the
place to be while the world faces
down this pandemic."
Participant, Regional Recovery Workshop, June 2020
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POSITIONING TOWNSVILLE
FOR FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
IMPACTS OF THE GLOBAL COVID-19 PANDEMIC HAVE BEEN FELT BY
WORKERS, BUSINESSES, HOUSEHOLDS AND THE COMMUNITY IN
TOWNSVILLE, JUST AS IN OTHER PARTS OF OUR STATE AND BEYOND.
The region has been buoyed by its strong manufacturing, public
administration and defence industries, as well as strong links to
mining through metals manufacturing and transport facilities.
The Townsville region COVID-19 job losses are broadly in line with
the State average proportion and the Queensland Government
has provided Townsville businesses and workers with support
packages. Around $42.44 million in Jobs Support Loans have been
accessed by more than 283 regional businesses to help keep
Queenslanders in jobs. Small businesses in the region have also
beneﬁted from a total of $8.1 million in Small Business
Adaption Grants.
The Townsville region is a magnet for industry and investment.
Government has worked with stakeholders to identify strategic
opportunities in the region. Throughout the regional recovery
forums and workshops, the strength of the Townsville region was
evident in the shared commitment to bringing everyone, including
their most vulnerable, on the journey towards economic resilience
and recovery.
Stakeholder consultation identiﬁed opportunities to build
economic resilience and capitalise on emerging opportunities.
Continued investment in productive infrastructure will underpin
development of new industry opportunities in manufacturing,
defence, renewable energy and waste management. Other
strategic priorities identiﬁed for the region focused on the need for
communities to remain healthy, united and resilient; improve local
skills, training and education; support small business; and help
create a more competitive business environment.
Investment in large scale connecting infrastructure will strengthen
agriculture, renewable energy and boost advanced manufacturing
and defence industry opportunities. For example, to bolster freight
movement between North Queensland’s largest port and the
State’s minerals province, last ﬁnancial year, $20 million was paid
out to rail users under the $80 million, four-year Mount Isa Line
Incentive Scheme. Over $50 million in funding has also recently
been announced towards three new capital projects to improve the
Mount Isa to Townsville rail line.
The Port of Townsville is currently delivering the $193 million
Townsville Channel Upgrade project with $75 million contributed
by the Queensland Government, and the balance of funding
being provided by the Port ($43 million) and the Commonwealth

Government ($75 million). To deliver a complete pit-to-port
package, Queensland Government funding includes plans to invest
$30 million towards the $48 million intermodal facility at the Port
of Townsville, subject to the ﬁnalisation and approval of a detailed
business case and relevant approvals.
New investments will drive economic recovery and support long
term resilience of the Townsville region’s economy. With the
Queensland Government set to invest up to $30 million in Big
Rocks Weir (subject to a successful detailed business case and
ﬁnalisation of important next steps such as environmental and
regulatory approvals), the increased agricultural production has the
potential to support about 117 jobs each year and an estimated
$35 million per annum in additional revenue to the region.
A $19 million investment in Riverway Drive will deliver further
safety and capacity improvements, while the $10 million
investment towards DriveIT NQ, subject to further feasibility work,
will support a regionally-owned motor sport facility delivering
a range of programs and activities including driving courses,
Emergency Services training, product testing and events.
The Townsville region’s strong defence industry presence is set
to grow with the Queensland Government’s investment of $2
million for the Testing Facility for Maritime Autonomous Systems.
Finally, the region’s traditional strength in metals manufacturing
will be bolstered by the Queensland Government securing almost
1100 jobs associated with the Mount Isa Mines copper smelter.
Over 250 jobs in Townsville depend on the smelter with a further
830 jobs in Mount Isa across Mount Isa Mines’ and Incitec Pivot’s
operations. The smelter supports indirect employment for many
hundreds more in those regions who either supply other goods and
services to the smelter or reﬁnery, or rely on the outputs. Over the
next decade there will be growing global demand for copper and
other new economy minerals needed for wind turbines, generators
and batteries and copper for electric cars.
For Townsville and the wider North Queensland region to recover
we need to continue to work in partnership. The Queensland
Government will continue to work with regional leaders to reﬂect
stakeholder ambitions for the region. Recovery requires a long-term
commitment from all partners and working together will play a key
role in securing a strong recovery in the months and years ahead.
This will ensure that North Queensland builds back better.
SEPTEMBER 2020
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CASE STUDY

FUNDING BOOST FOR TOWNSVILLE’S
MUSEUM OF UNDERWATER ART
North Queensland’s tourism sector has been given
a boost with the region’s Museum of Underwater
Art (MOUA) receiving an extra $1 million in funding
support from the Queensland Government.
The museum is a globally-signiﬁcant attraction,
located on Magnetic Island – part of the Great Barrier
Reef Marine Park and a short boat ride from Townsville.
The extra funding will go towards completing the third
stage of the museum’s installations.

“This is a huge bonus for the North Queensland
region, meaning locals and visitors will have the
opportunity to see installations at four amazing
locations, on the Strand, at John Brewer Reef,
at Palm Island and Magnetic Island.
“It’s a real lift for tourism growth and is real tourism
product investment in Magnetic Island.”

The project is part of the Queensland Government’s
Unite and Recover Jobs Plan to help kick-start regional
economies and tackle the COVID-19 pandemic.
The attraction is expected to bring in an additional
50,000 visitors a year to Townsville and pump more
than $22.5 million annually into the local economy.
MOUA works are providing 72 construction jobs
and 182 operational jobs.
MOUA Chair Paul Victory said construction was
going well.
“This funding provides the security for MOUA to
complete the full installation by the end of 2021,”
he said.

Photography this page: Matt Curnock
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Licence
This document is licensed by the State of Queensland under a
Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY 4.0) International licence.

In essence, you are free to copy, communicate and adapt this
publication, as long as you attribute the work to the State of
Queensland (Queensland Treasury). To view a copy of this licence,
visit creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Translating and interpreting assistance
The Queensland Government is committed to providing accessible services
to Queenslanders from all cultural and linguistic backgrounds.
If you have difficulty in understanding this publication,
you can contact us on telephone (07) 3035 3503 and we will arrange
an interpreter to effectively communicate the report to you.

Find our report online
covid19.qld.gov.au

For more information about the Queensland Government's
COVID-19 Response, please visit covid19.qld.gov.au
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