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The COVID-19 pandemic has touched 
everyone and communities in Central 
Queensland have not been immune 
to its effects.

The Central Queensland Regional 
Recovery Action Plan builds on our 

immediate commitment to keeping the region moving through extra 
support for businesses, workers and households – from payroll tax 
waivers to electricity bill relief.

Our recovery approach recognises that traditional sectors like 
agriculture, mining and tourism remain the backbone of the Central 
Queensland economy and also seeks to take advantage of emerging 
opportunities to support long term jobs growth into the future. 

Major investments in infrastructure like the Rookwood Weir, Callide 
and Stanwell power stations, Bruce Highway upgrades north 
of Rockhampton, and the new Gladstone Hospital Emergency 
Department are just some of the projects boosting the region’s 
economy.

But we know there is more to do.

In recognising that our COVID-19 response is a long-term challenge, 
this approach charts the way forward for delivering on one of our key 
priorities in the State Economic Recovery Plan – growing our regions. 

We know that lasting recovery from COVID-19 can only be achieved 
through genuine, community-based partnerships. That’s why we will 
continue working with all levels of Government and key stakeholders 
to drive the best outcomes for the Central Queensland region.

Together we will support these industries and also invest in more 
industries, more businesses and more infrastructure, including the 
$1 billion Rockhampton Ring Road and Rockhampton-Yeppoon Road 
upgrades. This is all about more local jobs.

There will be challenging times ahead as we navigate our way through 
the pandemic. 

One thing is certain, however – the Government stands as a ready 
partner to the people of Central Queensland as we work towards better 
days to come.

The Queensland Government has committed more 
than $8 billion to support COVID-19 health and 
economic recovery initiatives across the State. 

$267M
building boost to support home 
owners, ‘tradies’ and construction, 
including a $5,000 regional home 
building grant

$400M
land tax relief for property 
owners which must be passed 
onto tenants in the form of rent 
relief

$90M
for jobs and skills, including 
funding for the Back to Work, 
Skilling Queenslanders for Work 
and Reef Assist programs. 

$500M
in electricity and water bill 
relief, with a $200 rebate for 
households, and a $500 rebate 
for eligible small business and 
sole traders

Up
to$950M in payroll tax relief statewide, 

supporting 33,900 jobs in the 
Central Queensland region

Support for Central Queensland 
region’s small businesses includes:

$27.9M in Job Support Loans of up to 
$250,000 for 169 businesses 
supporting 2,337 jobs

$5.1M in 591 Small Business Adaption 
Grants of up to $10,000 in the  
Central Queensland region 
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8    
Blackwater State High 
School
$1.2 million in 2020-21 out 
of a $2.5 million total spend 
to construct a replacement 
building. 

9    
Capricorn Highway 
duplication (Rockhampton 
to Gracemere)
$31.6 million in 2020-21 
out of a $75 million total 
spend to duplicate a section 
of the Capricorn Highway 
from two to four lanes 
between Rockhampton 
and Gracemere, in addition 
to $35 million in State 
stimulus funding to 
upgrade of Lawrie Street in 
Gracemere.

1    
Capricornia Correctional 
Centre expansion
$45.9 million in 2020-21 out 
of a $243.2 million total spend 
to increase capacity by 348 
cells, deliver infrastructure for 
increased prison industries, 
expand car parking, and 
upgrade wastewater, 
supporting 232 sta� .

2    
Parkhurst State School
$6 million in 2020-21 out of 
a $7.5 million total spend to 
construct a new building - six 
general learning spaces and 
two specialist learning spaces. 

3    
Rockhampton Ambulance 
Station and Operations 
Centre Redevelopment
$5.6 million in 2020-21 
out of a $6.9 million total 
spend for the upgrade of the 
Rockhampton Ambulance 
Station and Operations 
Centre. 

4    
Gracemere 
substation
$1.1 million in 2020-21 out of 
a $11.5 million total spend to 
establish a new substation at 
Gracemere to improve network 
performance. 

5    
Gracemere replacement 
auxiliary fire and rescue 
station
$600,000 in 2020-21 out 
of a $3 million total spend to 
continue replacement of the 
Gracemere auxiliary � re and 
rescue station. 

6    
Emerald Cornet substation 
upgrade
$1.5 million in 2020-21 
out of a $3.8 million total 
spend to carry out substation 
protection works to improve 
network performance. 

17    
Arts and Cultural Recovery 
Package
$15.4 million in 2020-21 
out of a $22.5 million total 
spend to reactivate cultural 
and creative spaces and 
provide jobs for local artists 
and arts workers bringing 
communities together and 
boosting cultural tourism. 

18    
Emergency Warning Sirens 
in Central Highlands
$20,000 in 2020-21 out of 
a $177,000 total spend for 
Emergency Warning Sirens 
in Central Highlands for 
recovery from Severe Tropical 
Cyclone Debbie. 

19    
Central Queensland 
- Health Technology 
Equipment
$1.5 million in 2020-21 
for the Health Technology 
Equipment Replacement 
Program. Part of an ongoing 
program.

20    
Gladstone Port services
$46.1 million in 2020-21 
as part of ongoing funding 
to progress Port Services 
projects at the Port of 
Gladstone, including the 
Clinton Vessel Interaction 
Project and Port Access 
Road Stage 2.

11    
Enhancing Regional 
Hospitals Program - 
Gladstone Hospital 
Emergency Department
$1.3 million in 2020-21 
out of a $42 million total 
spend for the construction 
of a new emergency 
department including a 
new main hospital entrance 
and bridging link way to 
existing Block 1 at Gladstone 
Hospital. 

12    
Clinton Industrial Estate
$500,000 in 2020-21 out of 
a $20.3 million total spend 
to continue to develop the 
Clinton Industrial Estate 
to help create economic 
development in the 
Gladstone region. 

13    
Callide and Stanwell Power 
Stations
$86.9 million out of 
$371.5 million for Callide 
and $65.6 million out of 
$427.6 million for Stanwell 
in 2020-21.

14    
Biloela replacement police 
facility
$1.9 million in 2020-21 

out of a $3.5 million 
total spend to continue 
the replacement of the 
police facility at Biloela. 

15    Rockhampton - 
Yeppoon Road
$80 million upgrade at
Iron Pot, with an additional 
$5 million to rehabilitate the 
road between Iron Pot Road 
and MacKays Road.

16    Bruce Highway 
Rockhampton Northern 
Access
$194 million being
$158 million to increase 
capacity near Parkhurst and 
$36 million to upgrade the 
Terranova Drive intersection, 
with planning progressing on 
the $1 billion Rockhampton 
Ring Road.

Please note: Not all Government 
expenditure for the region is shown. 
Dollar amounts may include capital and 
operating expenditure, though may not 
represent the entire funding allocated.

SEPTEMBER 2020

7    
Rookwood Weir
$115 million in 2020-
21 out of a $352 million 
total spend to continue 
construction of the 
Rookwood Weir on the 
Fitzroy River that will provide 
drought contingency 
supplies for Rockhampton, 
Gladstone and Yeppoon.  
Delivered in partnership 
with  the Commonwealth 
Government.

10    
Gladstone State 
Development Area
$1.3 million in 2020-
21 of total $12.7 
million total spend to 
continue development 
of infrastructure required 
to support the e�  cient 
delivery of major industrial 
expansion within 
the Gladstone State 
Development Area. 

KEY
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Election commitment

$1,031M in Queensland Government capital investment in Central 
Queensland, supporting an estimated 3,300 jobs in 2020-21

GOVERNMENT
INVESTMENT IN 
CENTRAL
QUEENSLAND 

Rockhampton

Gladstone

Biloela

Emerald
Blackwater

Carnarvon 
National Park

16

20

DARLING
DOWNS

CENTRAL 
QUEENSLAND

MACKAY-WHITSUNDAY

OUTBACK
QUEENSLAND

TOWNSVILLE

WIDE BAY

FAR NORTH 
QUEENSLAND

SOUTH EAST
QUEENSLAND

GOLD
COASTLOGAN

SUNSHINE
COAST AND
MORETON
BAY

IPSWICH BRISBANE

8    
Blackwater State High 
School
$1.2 million in 2020-21 out 
of a $2.5 million total spend 
to construct a replacement 
building. 

9    
Capricorn Highway 
duplication (Rockhampton 
to Gracemere)
$31.6 million in 2020-21 
out of a $75 million total 
spend to duplicate a section 
of the Capricorn Highway 
from two to four lanes 
between Rockhampton 
and Gracemere, in addition 
to $35 million in State 
stimulus funding to 
upgrade of Lawrie Street in 
Gracemere.

1    
Capricornia Correctional 
Centre expansion
$45.9 million in 2020-21 out 
of a $243.2 million total spend 
to increase capacity by 348 
cells, deliver infrastructure for 
increased prison industries, 
expand car parking, and 
upgrade wastewater, 
supporting 232 sta� .

2    
Parkhurst State School
$6 million in 2020-21 out of 
a $7.5 million total spend to 
construct a new building - six 
general learning spaces and 
two specialist learning spaces. 

3    
Rockhampton Ambulance 
Station and Operations 
Centre Redevelopment
$5.6 million in 2020-21 
out of a $6.9 million total 
spend for the upgrade of the 
Rockhampton Ambulance 
Station and Operations 
Centre. 

4    
Gracemere 
substation
$1.1 million in 2020-21 out of 
a $11.5 million total spend to 
establish a new substation at 
Gracemere to improve network 
performance. 

5    
Gracemere replacement 
auxiliary fire and rescue 
station
$600,000 in 2020-21 out 
of a $3 million total spend to 
continue replacement of the 
Gracemere auxiliary � re and 
rescue station. 

6    
Emerald Cornet substation 
upgrade
$1.5 million in 2020-21 
out of a $3.8 million total 
spend to carry out substation 
protection works to improve 
network performance. 

17    
Arts and Cultural Recovery 
Package
$15.4 million in 2020-21 
out of a $22.5 million total 
spend to reactivate cultural 
and creative spaces and 
provide jobs for local artists 
and arts workers bringing 
communities together and 
boosting cultural tourism. 

18    
Emergency Warning Sirens 
in Central Highlands
$20,000 in 2020-21 out of 
a $177,000 total spend for 
Emergency Warning Sirens 
in Central Highlands for 
recovery from Severe Tropical 
Cyclone Debbie. 

19    
Central Queensland 
- Health Technology 
Equipment
$1.5 million in 2020-21 
for the Health Technology 
Equipment Replacement 
Program. Part of an ongoing 
program.

20    
Gladstone Port services
$46.1 million in 2020-21 
as part of ongoing funding 
to progress Port Services 
projects at the Port of 
Gladstone, including the 
Clinton Vessel Interaction 
Project and Port Access 
Road Stage 2.

11    
Enhancing Regional 
Hospitals Program - 
Gladstone Hospital 
Emergency Department
$1.3 million in 2020-21 
out of a $42 million total 
spend for the construction 
of a new emergency 
department including a 
new main hospital entrance 
and bridging link way to 
existing Block 1 at Gladstone 
Hospital. 

12    
Clinton Industrial Estate
$500,000 in 2020-21 out of 
a $20.3 million total spend 
to continue to develop the 
Clinton Industrial Estate 
to help create economic 
development in the 
Gladstone region. 

13    
Callide and Stanwell Power 
Stations
$86.9 million out of 
$371.5 million for Callide 
and $65.6 million out of 
$427.6 million for Stanwell 
in 2020-21.

14    
Biloela replacement police 
facility
$1.9 million in 2020-21 

out of a $3.5 million 
total spend to continue 
the replacement of the 
police facility at Biloela. 

15    Rockhampton - 
Yeppoon Road
$80 million upgrade at
Iron Pot, with an additional 
$5 million to rehabilitate the 
road between Iron Pot Road 
and MacKays Road.

16    Bruce Highway 
Rockhampton Northern 
Access
$194 million being
$158 million to increase 
capacity near Parkhurst and 
$36 million to upgrade the 
Terranova Drive intersection, 
with planning progressing on 
the $1 billion Rockhampton 
Ring Road.

Please note: Not all Government 
expenditure for the region is shown. 
Dollar amounts may include capital and 
operating expenditure, though may not 
represent the entire funding allocated.

SEPTEMBER 2020

7    
Rookwood Weir
$115 million in 2020-
21 out of a $352 million 
total spend to continue 
construction of the 
Rookwood Weir on the 
Fitzroy River that will provide 
drought contingency 
supplies for Rockhampton, 
Gladstone and Yeppoon.  
Delivered in partnership 
with  the Commonwealth 
Government.

10    
Gladstone State 
Development Area
$1.3 million in 2020-
21 of total $12.7 
million total spend to 
continue development 
of infrastructure required 
to support the e�  cient 
delivery of major industrial 
expansion within 
the Gladstone State 
Development Area. 

KEY

Community wellbeing

Utilities

Health

Education

Transport and roads

Justice and safety

Government services

Recreation and culture
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Election commitment

in Queensland Government capital investment in Central 
Queensland, supporting an estimated 3,300 jobs in 2020-21

SOCIAL HOUSING COMPLEX 
HELPING LOCALS IMPACTED 
BY COVID-19

A social housing complex in Rockhampton is providing homes for those impacted by 
COVID-19 and other Queenslanders requiring housing assistance.

The nearly $4.2 million complex includes 12 one-bedroom and four two-bedroom 
apartments for singles, couples and families.

Rockhampton Housing Service Centre Area Manager Michelle said tenants were 
allocated apartments gradually, allowing them to settle in and reduce the traffi c on site 
due to social distancing requirements. 

“The completion of the building was well timed as it allowed us to immediately house 
four people who applied for emergency housing assistance as a result of COVID-19.” 
Michelle said.

The complex provides social housing options for people with a variety of needs.

“We have a diverse make-up of tenants, including males, females, couples and a single 
parent family,” Michelle said.

“The complex can also cater for seniors, or those with a disability, as it has two 
platinum level units that cater for those who mobilise in a wheelchair, four gold level 
units that provide ground level access, wider hallways and the provision for grab rails 
and two wheelchair accessible carparks.”

CASE STUDY 

$1,031M in Queensland Government capital investment in Central 
Queensland, supporting an estimated 3,300 jobs in 2020-21
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CASE STUDY NEW ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
CENTRAL QUEENSLAND

Browne Park 
Redevelopment to kick 
goals 
Browne Park in Rockhampton has been 
the home of rugby league in Central 
Queensland for more than 100 years. 
The Queensland Government has 
earmarked funding of $25 million to 
deliver the Stage 1 redevelopment of 
this important venue, estimated to 
support 60 local jobs over an 18 month 
construction period. 

The redevelopment includes replacing 
the existing Jack Crow stand with one 
that can accommodate around nearly 
4,000 seats, subject to detailed design 
and costings. The site includes the 

Rockhampton Leagues Club and the upgrades will support female participation with dedicated 
womens’ facilities. 

The Browne Park redevelopment will deliver community benefits by encouraging participation in 
sport. It will also support the Central Queensland regional economy by attracting sporting events 
and visitors to the area enhancing its reputation as a host destination.

Targeted investments will address the specific recovery needs 
of the Central Queensland region.  We will continue to work in 
partnership to deliver new jobs, new infrastructure and realise 
new economic opportunities.

in Queensland Government capital investment in Central 
Queensland, supporting an estimated 3,300 jobs in 2020-21

Investing in Rockhampton’s future
A new $2.8 million Advanced Technology and Innovation Centre (ATIC) at Central Queensland 
University has opened, providing opportunities for Central Queenslanders to expand their career 
options and generate new business opportunities, resulting in more jobs for the region. 

The new facility provides opportunities for the community, local businesses, farmers and students 
to use the space and equipment to 
access training and advice, make 
connections with others and catalyse 
innovations in agriculture. 

The centre focuses on agtech, 
manufacturing innovations, 
engineering, communications 
technology and design, and will 
enable the local community to develop 
skills in high demand specialised 
fields. ATIC is open to the community, 
industry and schools to trial new 
business ventures, experiment with 
contemporary technologies and 
explore new careers.



GLADSTONE SWIM 
SCHOOL BACK 
WITH A SPLASH

CENTRAL 
QUEENSLAND 
DISTILLERY STILL 
BREWING THANKS TO 
COVID-19 SUPPORT

A Gladstone swim school was ready to jump back in the 
pool when doors re-opened as COVID-19 restrictions 
eased in Queensland in July. 

A Queensland Government COVID-19 Jobs Support 
Loan provided much needed relief to Above and 
Beyond Swim School and helped them carry out 
necessary preparations for the reopening. 

Owner Shad Royston said the loan had been a big relief 
to him and wife Toni’s swim school business through 
the shutdown period. 

“It was good to get back, it was a stressful time being 
closed and having no income. I think at the rate that 
everything changed, it caused so much anxiety for 
everyone,” he said. 

“The COVID-19 Jobs Support Loan really helped from a 
cash-flow perspective. It was just a big help to have the 
extra money in the bank. 

“We used the loan to assist with meeting overheads 
and other day-to-day expenses in the wake of declining 
revenue from the onset of COVID-19 restrictions.” 

The relief provided by the loan allowed Above and 
Beyond Swim School to focus their existing funds on 
installing cleaning equipment to prepare the swimming 
pools for a safe return.

Locally distilled gin, rum and vodka is back on the menu at 
Central Queensland pubs and clubs as Saleyards Distillery 
prepares for the future. 

A Queensland Government COVID-19 Jobs Support Loan 
meant Rockhampton business owners Warren and Catie 
Brewer could retain staff and maintain operations, even 
after more than 50 per cent of their sales were lost when 
hospitality businesses closed earlier this year due to 
COVID-19 restrictions. 

Mr Brewer said the business typically relied on a 
combination of bottle shop sales and bars and clubs’ 
orders. 

“Half our business is selling to bars and the other half is 
bottle shops, so half our business was gone overnight,” he 
said. 

“The cellar door was also closed which meant we were not 
doing tours or tastings. Our business suffered a 70 per cent 
drop in turnover from COVID-19.” 

Mr Brewer said the COVID-19 Jobs Support Loan allowed the 
business to continue supporting four people in the brewery 
and helped pay on-going business costs. 

“The loan means we have been able to implement long-
term measures and become a little bit leaner so the next 
time we hit hard times we can be ready,” he said.

“It has been a safety net and has really given us peace of 
mind and taken a lot of stress out of it. 

“I knew I could keep my staff on and we could ride it out 
until the business re-opened.”
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